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The National Interaction and Its Social Integration Significance of Taking
Salt as a Carrier in the Southwest China during the Han and Jin Dynasties
LI Hechun

Abstract: Scholars have paid attention to the role played by salt in national communication, interaction
and national integration, but in-depth analysis of how the ancient nationalities engaged in salt production in
southwest China during the Han and Jin Dynasties interacted, and discussion of how to promote the
formation and development of the ancient Kingdom of salt production are relatively weak. After the
differentiation of the ancient Qiang nationality in southwest China, some salt-producing ethnic groupssuch as
Kunming and Moshahave been formed. In short, through the production, exchange and consumption of salt,
the ancient ethnic groups in Yunnan promoted the gathering of population, the formation of town centers, the
interaction and integration between ethnic groups, and to a certain extent played a role in social integration.
Therefore, in the study of ethnic interaction and exchanges in southwest China, salt is the carrier of ethnic
exchanges, which provides an important perspective for the analysis of how ancient ethnics interact.
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