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The Discussion on the Academic Complex of Lianghuai Salt
Merchants in the Qing Dynasty
WU Haibo

Abstract: The wealthy Lianghuai salt merchants of Qing Dynasty had deep academic complex. They
had a passion on academic research, organizing poetry society, printing collection of books, or making
friends with literati and supporting poor bachelors. The actions not only achieved their own academic
dreams, accomplished the conversion of identity from “merchant” to “scholar” but also added new vigor
and vitality into the academic development of the late Qing Dynasty, objectively contributed a lot to the

spread of culture.
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