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Traditional Market Constructing Mechanism Viewed from
the Official-Merchant Relationship in
Table Salt Trade in the Qing Dynasty

HUANG Guoxin

(Department of History, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, Guangdong, China)

Abstract; Markets are contructed out of the network of personal relationship and the participation
and intervention of state authorities, which is the basis logic in the construction of China’s tradi-
tional markets. Here is a crucial point worth considering, that is, how traditional culture system
exerts its fluence in the network of personal relationship and institutional structure. This is the
informal operation of institutions, which is the very approach of the construction of markets and
the premise for the actualization of approach dependence of market order, and is the specific
mechanism of China’s traditional “markets embedded in society. ”
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