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Marketization Tendency of the Salt Administration in the Qing Dynasty:
On Text Elaboration of the Historical Data
Huang Guoxin

Abstract: In this paper we use the original numbers of population salt certificates and salt taxes in the
literature of the Qing Dynasty to interpret it as a text. It is found that the salt distribution of salt areas in the
Qing Dynasty is generally consistent with the market capacity of these salt areas which indicates that the
salt distribution in the Qing Dynasty had a certain degree of market orientation. The salt tax of each salt area
was in line with the quantity that common people can afford showing its administrative rationality. Thus the
“Ru Dan” phenomenon frequently referred to in the literature need to be justified by evidences. This finding
benefits from a text elaboration which takes figures as situated text arising from particular historical
contexts and interpret them from the view of decision makers instead of analyzing criticizing and
estimating the data.

Key Words: Salt Administration; Qing Dynasty; Market-oriented; Historical Data; Text Elaboration
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