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Hankou Salt Merchants and Table Salt Transportation
and Marketing in Hubei and Hu’nan in the Qing Dynasty

CHEN Feng
(School of History, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Abstract: In the Qing Dynasty, nearly half of the table salt of Lianghuai area was sold in Hu-
guang area (Hubei and Hu'nan) and the corresponding tax revenue accounts for the six tenth of
the total tax of Huai salt. Besides, Hankou was an important distributing centre of table salt,
which was transported from its production area to Hubei and Hu’'nan via Hankou. The high
freight led to the rocketing high price of table salt. Hankou salt merchants, though not as famous
as Yangzhou counterparts, played an important role in the marketing system of Huai salt and
contributed a lot to the reputation and development of Hankou as one of the top four towns.
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