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Formation of Illegal Salt Markets: A Case Study of the Illegal Salt Marketing in
Southern Hunan in Jiadao’s Reign of the Qing Dynasty
HUANG Guo—xin
(School of History, Sun Yat-sen University , Guangzhou 510275, Guangdong, China)

Abstract : Generally considering, the formation of illegal salt markets was mainly determined by the market demand, while the
merchants and officials possibly did some profit-driven smuggling. In the Jiaqing and Daoguang period of the Qing Dynasty,
official salt almost couldn’t be sold among areas like Hengzhou Fu in Southern Hunan which belonged to Lianghua salt area, as
the circulation of salt in the market generally came from Guangdong. Obviously, the reason is that the Yue salt transport
distance is short, and its price is lower than the Huai salt. There have been three important factors: firstly, Liangguang salt
merchants made it illegal to transport the Yue salt into the Lianghua area; secondly, the officials at all levels in Liangguang salt
area, especially the senior officials, supported the Guangdong merchants, strongly objecting to the defense policy against the
Yue salt; thirdly, Liangguang salt merchants associated with local officials in Hunan, who provided convenience for smuggling
activities. The above factors formed the Yue salt smuggling market in southern Hunan areas. Although there is no denying that
there are some comparative advantages in the marketto make the potential circulation into reality, it’s mainly relied on the
associating of officials and merchants. It can be said, the officials and merchants in the Liangguang salt area made good use of
the institutional space, cultivating and promoting the Yue salt into the illegal salt markets in Southern Hunan. To some extent ,
the officials and merchants together created the illegal salt market for their special interests. The so-called “market demand
theory” and “officials and merchants standing out theory” cannot fully explain the inherent logic of the illegal salt markets. For
better understanding the traditional market system, we must pay attention to the political and social problems related.

Key words : the Qing Dynasty; illegal salt markets; officials and merchants relations ; pot-boiling dispute
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