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Transaction Cost and Tax Volume: A Study on the Basic Principles of Salt Tax in the Qing Dynasty (1644-1850)
Huang Guoxin and Liu Sigi 113
From 1644 to 1850, The efficiency of salt tax collection in the Qing Dynasty was 5.95 times that of
ordinary commodity tax. It showed that the salt tax collection of the Qing Dynasty was different from land
tax, commercial tax and miscellaneous tax, and there was a tendency to maximize tax revenue. However, the
increase in the salt tax from Wanli to Daoguang shows that the salt tax collection in the Qing Dynasty still had
strong restraint. The collection of salt tax was restricted by factors such as the affordability of salt merchants
and producers (zaohu), the pressure that officials could withstand, the guarantee of salt supply for the common
people, and the amount of illegal salt. The Qing government needed to balance these relationships to achieve a
balance between transaction costs and tax revenue. This balanced relationship can help explain the regulations
and phenomena in the operation of the salt administration in the Qing Dynasty until 1850.

The Epidemics of Cholera 1832 in Britain and Its Characteristics
Liu Jinyuan 129
In the second global pandemic of cholera in the 1830s, Britain was attacked by cholera for the first time. In
October 1831, the first cholera case occurred in Sunderland, a port in the north of England, and then spread on
both sides of the Tyne River. After 1832, cholera spread along two lines: North to Scotland and Ireland, South
to South Central England and Wales. Cholera reached its peak in the summer of 1832 and gradually subsided
in the cold winter at the end of the year. Cholera was an epidemic with acute onset, strong infectivity and high
mortality. The spread of cholera was characterized by obvious seasonality and imbalance. Cholera had been
rampant in Britain for more than one year, sweeping 397 towns or villages, with more than 100,000 cases of
infection and more than 50000 deaths, leaving a painful page in the history of British epidemic response.

Returning to the Study of “Living Culture”’: Hoggart, Williams and the Divergences of Cultural Studies
Yan Jia 148
Around the middle of the 20" century, contemporary cultural studies, represented by Hoggart’s 7%e Uses of
Literacy, Williams’s Culture and Society and Thompson’s 7%e Making of the English Working Class, appeared
in Britain. Their pioneering work mainly lies in locating the aim of cultural studies in the living conditions of the
working class and the popular culture that affects their daily life and spiritual world, and in the “living culture”
of the living world of the middle and lower classes, which is scorned by academic studies. Reviewing the origin
and development of this research orientation enables us to understand that early cultural studies were influenced
by the Marxist tradition and focused on class, gender and other issues, which left a heritage worthy of attention
to cultural studies since the second half of the 20" century. In the development of cultural studies, the differences
in life experience, ideology and value stand lead to the divergence in the path, method and object of cultural
studies. Among them, the most noticeable difference is the one between the “living culture” research oriented to
the popular culture that affects the life of the middle and lower classes of society and the cultural text research
oriented to the orthodox culture that affects the intellectual elite within the academic system.

The Crux of Natural Beauty “Aphasia” and Its Treatment
Hu Youfeng 155
Natural beauty has gradually been marginalized in Western philosophical aesthetics since the 19" century. We
call this marginalization the “aphasia” phenomenon of natural beauty. The “aphasia” of natural beauty is by no
means an accidental event. It has its own aesthetic historical basis for the inevitability of the event and manifests
itself in different forms in Chinese and Western aesthetics. The crux of the “aphasia” of natural beauty is rooted
in the problem domain of aesthetic modernity in the West. The spiritualization of aesthetics has made Western
aesthetics present an art-centered autonomic aesthetic form since the 19" century, and natural beauty has been
banished from aesthetics. The loss of natural beauty in the context of contemporary Chinese aesthetics involves
a “classical problem”, that is, the issue of the essence of beauty. Contemporary Chinese aesthetics is committed
to solving the essence of beauty. Natural beauty has become the “stumbling block™ of the first aesthetic
discussion, because it is difficult to respond to this question of the essence of beauty. We need to construct a
theory of natural beauty in a post-metaphysical context, break the traditional metaphysical system’s concealment
of natural beauty, move towards natural aesthetics, and clarify the truth of natural beauty.
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