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Research on Bao Shichen's Thought on Salt Industry

NI Yuping

Abstract: Bao Shichen was an very important representative figure in the Jiajing and Daoguang period.

Bao Shichen had a low evaluation on salt merchants, who he believed that they could only be used under

serious supervision. He also believed that the salt smuggling should not be the focus of salt reform. Bao

Shichen’s reform was to strengthen the government’s supervision of the market, and the ultimate goal was to

enhance the state’s fiscal revenue. Compared with the European scholars of his time, Bao Shichen still could

not be regarded as “economic liberals”.

Key words: Bao Shichen; salt administration; reform; supervision
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